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Bikol languages 


The Bikol languages or Bicolano languages are a group 
of Central Philippine languages spoken mostly in the Bicol 
Peninsula in the island of Luzon, the neighboring island 
province of Catanduanes and the island of Burias in 
Masbate. There is a dialect continuum between the 
Visayan languages and the Bikol languages; the two 
together are called the Bisakol languages . 
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Internal classification 


Ethnologue 

The languages of Bikol grouped according to Ethnologue 
are: 


■ Coastal Bikol (Northern) 

■ Isarog Agta language 

■ Mount Iraya Agta language 

■ Central Bikol language 

■ Canaman dialect (standard) 

■ Naga City dialect 

■ Partido dialect 

■ Tabaco-Legazpi-Sorsogon (TLS) dialect 

■ Daet dialect 

■ Virac dialect 

■ Southern Catanduanes Bikol language 

■ Inland Bikol (Southern) 

■ Mount Iriga Agta language (extinct) 

■ Albay Bikol languages 
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Bicol Region 

Austronesian 

■ Malayo-Polynesian 

■ Philippine 

■ Greater Central Philippine 

■ Central Philippine 

■ Bikol 


Subdivisions Coastal Bikol 
Inland Bikol 
Pandan Bikol 

ISO 639-2 / 5 bik 

Glottolog bikol240 (http://glottolog.o 
rg/resource/languoid/id/biko 

1240 )W 























■ Buhinon language 

■ Libon language 

■ West Miraya language 

■ East Miraya language 

■ Rinconada Bikol language 

■ Highland / Sinabukid dialect 

■ Agta variant 

■ Iriga variant (standard) 

■ Lakeside / Sinaranew dialect 

■ Baao variant 

■ Bate variant 

■ Bula-Pili variant 

■ Nabua-Balatan variant 

■ Northern Catanduanes Bikol (Pandan Bikol) 

McFarland (1974) 

Curtis McFarland gives the following classification for 
the Bikol languagesJ^^ 


Geographic extent of Bikol languages 
according to Ethnologue 
Bikol proper 

Bisayan languages in the Bikol region 
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Geographic distribution of major Bikol languages 
and dialects across Bicol region; classification 
based on Lobel (2013) 


North Catanduanes 


Bikol 


Inland Bikol 


Coastal Bikol 


-Pandan (North Catanduanes) 


-Iriga (Rinconada) 


Albay 


—Buhi (Buhi'non) 

I—Libon 

-Oas (West Miraya) 


*— Daraga (East Miraya) 


I—Naga (Standard Bikol), Legazpi, and Partido 


-Virac (South Catanduanes) 


—San Pascual (Northern Burias Island) 


Lobel (2000) 


































While McFarland (1974) splits Bikol into 11 dialects, Lobel (2000) 
sphts Bikol into 12 different dialects (including Partido Bikol, which 
McFarland does not differentiate) and 4 main branches. 

■ Northern Coastal Bikol 

1. Central Standard - Spoken primarily in Tabaco City , 
Legazpi City, and Naga City. Also recognized (and 
sometimes understood) in Daet, Camarines Norte and 
many other areas of Camarines Sur; San Pascual, 

Masbate on Burias Island ; First District of Albay and other 
municipalities along the eastern coast of Albay, 
southwestern coast of Catanduanes, and northeastern 
Sorsogon. 

1. Daet area variant 

2. Naga City area variant 

3. Catanduanes southern and northern town of San 
Andres and Caramoran and North Sorsogon 

2. Partido - Spoken in the Camarines Sur municipalities of 
Ocampo , Goa, Tigaon , Lagonoy, Saghay, and San Jose . 
This dialect has a mellow intonation and is heavily 
influenced by Rinconada Bikol/Rir|konada. 

3. South Catanduanes - Spoken in the southern half of 
Catanduanes. 

1. Virac area variant 

2. Bato area variant 

3. Baras area variant 

4. San Miguel variant (transitional to North Catanduanes) 

■ Southern Coastal and Inland Bikol 

1. Rinconada Bikol - Spoken primarily in Iriga City, Baao; 


Tanu arug ka kean?l? 

Tanu ^rug salciiya? 

pae kna nganl narwiFnsnsin 
TflpuS sa^aWWfi mo kdiwal nto aVu? 

Anu ka aKi pan irogcwial kUs? 

Tinu afvg l«gn? 

Samantsiang dati-rati man kita 
Na Oad^iatl sige ako korttra sa mga smasabi mo 
fera mfli^nsin nw mao lang akO- 


tbhu arug ka kean sakei? 
p3Au kddto kita 

ngurryan da? na^ ra dawa 
Itxt ka habortBi... anu 


Mjg kfl to taiaqa o 
hiakakabfsto ka lang ^ Eao 
Pag may fcac^otan Tia? 

Ogtl kea baku ka man arug ksan. 


mo lang ba talagd ang mga 
Oapiat nung pal^samah^n ^ 
Nasusupog ka Sang nA b-nohon sinda? 
Grabe ka kea mal^rwas, gatu man kar>g 

Dm No aram kung tany prinapadangaL 
Taka oio samantaianQ 

BaIrwacacB miui ako^aimo 
Na ang aram ma lang^ang asarun ako. 


Dae bo hinangad na moako 

GustD ko bng oBgbalik sa dating ika 
Na ftstKto ko? 

asm kaipg. 

Dae bo ngani ai^ kuig anu nahilrfig kg 

Bamancaferq kgng maglTi^io-him 

G?ru Ka .pagnoingon 

n&ci feaw pa $i natawanan bo rtin etensyon. 


MalukoaaMi pemil pang hurl h ki®?, 

Parc pag abot H rtdtabcxv 

P'smi men syang pfopaiacte 

»iea man 4kn, r^hahar^ aims. 

P&o taiiu amg ako kani safnw?' 

Mvra ba 4i4D 

O, tafcagang to |ng 

Kahiib^ana tin lambang hin? mo?H 



A poem written in a Bikol dialect. 



Clockwise from top-left: A signage barring people from hanging around the area; A signage barring vendors inside 
the churchyard; A signage reminding people of proper waste disposal; and a signage barring swimmers in Lake 
Bato. All were written in Coastal Bikol language (Naga-Legazpi variant). 


Bula; Balatan; Baao; and Nabua, Camarines Sur. Also in Ocampo, Buhi and Pili in Camarines 
Sur and in parts of Polangui, Albay . 
























1. Lakeside Rinconada dialect (lacks /e/vowel) 

2. Highland Rinconada dialect (with /o/ vowel) 

2. Buhinon - Spoken in Buhi, Camarines Sur. Contains features from both Bikol of Polangui and 
Iriga variant of Rinconada Bikol. 

3. Libon - Spoken in Libon, Albay. 

4. West Miraya - Spoken in Ligao City, Polangui, Oas, and Pio Duran, Albay. 

5. East Miraya - Spoken in Guinobatan; Camalig; Daraga; Jovellar, Albay; Donsol and Pilar, 
Sorsogon. 

1. Central (Guinobatan) 

2. Far East (Camalig, Daraga) 

3. Southeast (Jovellar, Albay, Donsol, Pilar) 

■ Northern Catanduanes 

1. Pandan Bikol - Spoken by about 80,000 people or the northern half of Catanduanes. 

1. Bagamanoc area variant 

2. Caramoran area variant (transitional to South Catanduanes) 

3. Gigmoto area variant (transitional to South Catanduanes) 

4. Pandan area variant 

5. Panganiban area variant 

6. Viga area variant 

■ Bisakol 

1. Central Sorsogon - Spoken in Sorsogon City; Castilla; Casiguran; and Juban, Sorsogon. 

1. Castilla Sorsogon (mixed with Legazpi Bikol) 

2. Casiguran-Juban variant 

2. Southern Sorsogon also known as Gubat language - Spoken in Gubat; Barcelona; Bulusan; 
Santa Magdalena; Matnog; Irosin; and Bulan, Sorsogon. 

3. Masbateho - Spoken in Masbate City; Mobo; Uson; Dimasalang; Palanas; Masbate; Aroroy on 
the island of Masbate, all of Ticao Island, and Claveria on the southern half of Burias Island. 

1. Standard Masbateho 

2. Ticao Island variant 

Some dialects of Southern Bikol have the close central unrounded vowel /i/ as a reflex of Proto-Austronesian 
*e. However, Proto-Austronesian *e is realized as /o/ in Libon. Two Bikol dialects have unique additional 
consonants, namely Southern Catanduanes, which has an interdental lateral consonant /!/ (also transcribed as 
1 and Buhi-non, which has the voiced velar fricative 
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External links 


■ Translate Bikol (http://bikoltranslator.blogspot.com), an online English-Bikol and Bisakol 
languages translator. 

■ A Bikol langua ge dat abase is available through the Kaipuleohone archive. 
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